
 

 

 
John Meyler Williams 
 
John Williams was Priest in Charge and then Rector at 
Campsea Ashe, along with Hacheston, Marlesford and 
Parham, from 1984 to 1995. (The Parishes formally 
became one Benefice in 1987 when he became Rector). 
He was based at Marlesford Rectory where he lived 
with his parents. His mother, Florence Mary (nee 
Molly McConnell), died whilst he was at Marlesford in 
1993 and is buried in the Churchyard. 
 
He was born in 1934, his father, Arthur Warriner (1905 
– 2005) was a physician and he worked in Uganda and 
Kenya, as did John,  who was a teacher in a boarding 
school there. John had two sisters and two brothers, 
Jane (b1935), Martin (b 1939), Rachel (b 1940) and 
Andrew (b 1942). 
 
John was educated at Cambridge where he was 
awarded an MA in 1960. In 1979 he attended Sarum 
and Wells Theological College and was ordained as 
Deacon in 1981 and as a Priest in 1982. His first post 
as Curate was at Hadleigh with Layham and Shelley 
from 1981 to 1984 before moving to this Benefice. 
 
In 1995 he moved to Kedington Parish as Priest in Charge and in 1997 he became 
Chaplain at St Katherine’s Parmoor, Oxford. He retired in 1998 and now lives in a 
retirement home near Cheltenham 
 
John is fondly remembered by those who knew him and is described as a gentle and 
kindly man. He was fond of Wales, especially St David’s Cathedral, and probably had 
Welsh roots. He was interested in calligraphy and maps and is responsible for developing 
the cover of the Parish Magazine that is still used today.  
 
As well as his mother, John’s father, uncle (William Gerald (1907 – 1993)) and aunt 
(Anne Meyler Williams 1898 – 1995) are buried in Marlesford Churchyard. The name 
Meyler comes from his grandmother who’s maiden name it was. 
Tim Holmes 
January 2015 
(With thanks to some of  John’s parishioners for their memories of John.) 
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The Times 1 July 1995 
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Obituary from Royal College of Physicians website 


